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“Yes, there are tensions in the South. But the tension we experience there is 

“You can’t understand the Montgomery situation unless you understand that 

“Dixie has a heart all right. But it’s having a little heart trouble right now.” 
“Montgomery is known as the Cradle of the Confederacy. It has been a quiet 

due to the revolutionary reevaluation of the Negro by himself. 

the Negro has a new sense of dignity, a new realization of his own worth.” 

cradle for a long, long time, but now the cradle is rocking.” 

PD. New York Amsterdam News, 31 March 1956. 

5. King continued: “We in Montgomery have discovered a method that can be used by the Negroes 
in their fight for political and economical equality. . . . We fight injustice with passive resistance. And 
it works. . . . The little brown man in India-Mohandas Gandhi-used it to topple the British military 
machine. Gandhi was able to break loose from the political and economical domination by the British 
and brought the British Empire to its knees. Let’s now use this method in the United States” (“King 
Speaks at Big Rally in Brooklyn,” Montgomery Advertiser, 26 March 1956). 

From Worth Littlejohn Barbour 

2 April 1956 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

I n  1950 King had recommended Barbour, pastor of Minneapolis S Bethesda Baptist 
Church and the son ofJ Pius Barbour, for admission to Crozer.’ Barbour forwards 
several hundred dollars to the MIA from his church and congregation; his handwritten 
list of donms is not reprinted here. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
309 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Mike: 

Man never knows his destiny. It was almost inconceivable a few years ago that 
you, “Mike” King, would have been the chosen one to lead the redeemption of 
the Southland. The Un-finished Task is your lot. 

I .  King to Charles E. Batten, 30 October 1950, in Papers I :333. Worth Littlejohn Barbour (~gpg-), 
born in Spartanburg, South Carolina, received his B.A. (1951) from Shaw University and his B.D. 
(1954) from Crozer Theological Seminary. Barbour later worked as a lecturer, social worker, and 
NAACP field representative before pursuing a career as an equal employment opportunity specialist 

210 in Colorado. 
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